October 24, 2007

Dear Black Faculty and Staff Members:

Thank you all for coming and attending the first BFSA meeting for the semester.  Those of you who could not attend, we hope to see you at the next meeting.  The following information was discussed at the meeting:

Meeting Date/Time and Location:  October 23, 2007, 12:00 – 1:00 pm, Poydras 1555, Suite 1010. 

1. By-Laws:  The General Membership approved changes to the Association’s By-Laws.  The By-Laws can be found on the BFSA website. http://www.institutionalequity.tulane.edu/assoc.cfm 

2. Provided a location can be secured, BFSA will participate in the Tulane Tailgating Activities this Saturday, October 27, 2007, from 10:00 – 2:00. Final information will be provided this week.  

3. President Scott Cowen has invited the BFSA members to meet with him at his home.  We discussed a meeting in November.  However, Deborah Love has consulted with Anne Banos, Chief of Staff, and the meeting will have to be held in January.  

4. We discussed several sub-committees that need to be active for the 2007-2008 year.  

Recruiting and Welcoming Sub-committee for New Black Faculty and Staff:  Volunteers – Kametra
Matthews, Griselda Young, Monique Cola, Ashley Neil, Gina Allen, and Deborah Love.  


A meeting will be held next week at the Uptown Campus, 200 Broadway, Suite 
105.  The time and date will be sent out this week. If there are other volunteers, 
please email dlove1@tulane.edu


Social Events Sub-committee:  No volunteers 

      5.  We need all members to pay their membership dues.  The dues are as follows:

Membership Dues
For the academic year beginning in August, the annual dues for all members shall be due

in August and payable to the Treasurer (or designee) August – July of each year. Dues
shall be determined by Salary. 

	Salary Breakdown
	Dues

	Less than $25,000
	$10

	$25,000-$49,999
	$45

	$50,000-$74,999
	$55

	$ 75,000 and above
	$65



Dues paid between January 1 and July 31 of the academic year shall be prorated to half the designated amount if the payee is a new member of the organization.

· Students shall pay $10.00 to become members annually

· Alumni shall pay $10.00 for five years immediately following graduation

· After five years, dues for Alumni will be $30.00

· Students and Alumni have limited voting rights 

Paid membership includes:

· Full voting rights

· The right to serve as an Officer of the Association

· The right to provide input on improving your status and condition as a Tulane employee

· Full access to the Tulane Black Faculty and Staff Website with posting privileges

· Members to attend the Tulane Black Faculty and Staff fall and spring gathering to include family members and significant others

· Members to receive a Tulane Black Faculty and Staff Association T-shirt 

A check should be made out to BFSA. You may give your check to Jerome Anderson, BFSA Treasurer or Co-Conveners Stacey Guichard or Verenia Roussell.  Your dues will be deposited in a BFSA checking account.  All membership dues are used to support the goals of BFSA.  

Nominations:  

The Following Executive Officer Positions are open for consideration. 

Uptown Convener:  Currently held by Stacey Guichard

Treasurer:  Currently held by Jerome Anderson

Uptown Co-Chairs:  Currently held by Celeste Thomas 

Please extend a hearty THANK YOU to Dr. Michael Cunningham and Dr. Ernest Sneed for agreeing to serve as Co-chairs for the Uptown and Downtown Campuses.  Dr. Michael Cunningham has served ad the Co-Chair for Uptown Faculty issues since the inception of BFSA.  

If you are interested, please nominate yourself.  If you know someone who would be a great Executive Officer for BFSA, please nominate that person.  The duties and responsibilities for each office can be found in the By-Laws.  Please send all nominations or your name to Deborah Love at dlove1@tulane.edu.
Executive Officer Positions:  

Co-Convener Uptown: _____________________________

Staff Co-Convener Uptown: ________________________

Treasurer: _______________________________________

Student Co-Convener for Downtown: __________________

Faculty Co-Chair Michael Cunningham reported that the Faculty Development program is being looked at by the Provost, Dr. Michael Bernstein

Staff Co-Chair Celeste Thomas and Terrance Jones were not present.  Terrence Jones sent an email to the Executive Body about the upcoming “Covenant with Black America” to be held in New Orleans, LA at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center on Friday, February 22, 2008.  Please visit the website at http://www.covenantwithblackamerica.com/State_of_the_Black_Union_2008_New_Orleans/

Student Co-Chair Gerald Spates was not present.  However, Deborah Love reported that Gerald is working has created an advisory board for the Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs. 

Carolyn Barber-Pierre discussed the Student Climate Survey that has been initiated by the Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs.  The data has been gathered and Carolyn and Michael are analyzing the information. 

Comments:  

